
Geographic Distribution of US Killed in Action (KIA):
 April 2003-June 2004 Transfer of Authority

July 2004 -January 2005 Elections
February 2005-September 2005
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Representation of insurgent 
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Attacks by Type of Weapon:
April 2003-June 2004 Transfer of Authority 

July 2004-January 2005 Elections
February 2005-September 2005
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ABF : attack by fire--includes small arms, rocket-propelled grenades and mortars
IED : improvised explosive device--includes roadside bombs and vehicle-borne explosive devices
Hostile Action : unknown weapon system
Sucide-IED : inlcudes suicide belt/vests and vehicle-born suicide attacks
ABF Multiple Systems :  attacks involving at least two ABF systems
Other : includes grenades, poison, decapitation, rockets, molotov cocktails knifings and kidnappings
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Relationships Among Tactical Complexity, Frequency and Purpose of Insurgent Attacks: 
February to August 2005
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Individual or single cell, 
single weapons 

system. Examples: 
sniping, IEDs, 

harassment fire, 
simple ambush. 

Accounts for most 
incidents. Intended to 
harass Coalition and 
government security 
forces, create non-

permissive 
environment, supports 

intimidation and 
physical and 

psychological attrition.

Several cells, 
coordinated weapons 
systems. Examples: 

coordinated attack on 
a checkpoint. A 

significant portion of 
insurgent attacks. 

Intended to achieve 
local results, specific 
tactical objectives. An 
important aspect of 
the struggle against 

the ISF.

Multiple cells/groups, 
scheme of maneuver, 

target 
reconnaissance, 

tactical deception, 
multiple weapons 

systems, direct and 
indirect fires. 

Examples: Attacks on 
police stations and 
prisons. Relatively 

infrequent large scales 
actions intended to 
achieve significant 

operational or 
strategic results.
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Suicide-IED, Vehicle-Borne IED and Suicide Vehicle-Borne IED: 
April 2003-August 2005

0
20

40

60

80
100

120

20
03
 A
pr
il

M
ay

Ju
ne Ju

ly

Au
gu
st

Se
pt
em

be
r

O
ct
ob
er

No
ve
m
be
r

De
ce
m
be
r

20
04
 J
an
ua
ry

Fe
br
ua
ry

M
ar
ch

Ap
ril

M
ay

Ju
ne Ju

ly

Au
gu
st

Se
pt
em

be
r

O
ct
ob
er

No
ve
m
be
r

De
ce
m
be
r

20
05
 J
an
ua
ry

Fe
br
ua
ry

M
ar
ch

Ap
ril

M
ay

Ju
ne Ju

ly

Au
gu
st

Se
pt
em

be
r

N
u

m
b

e
r
 o

f 
A

tt
a

c
k

s

VBIED
SIED and S-VBIED

By Jeffrey White Copyright 2005 The Washington Institute


